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prehends the universal ends of moral development under
his own temporal and spatial conditions, and looks upon
them as the ends of his own personal life. Thus the ideal
as individual, as determining the tendencies of the individual
existence, necessarily assumes whatever special form the
ideal of universal humanity takes on, with reference to
definite limits of time and the external circumstances of
life, and to the particular sphere of operation that belongs
to the individual moral personality. For the ideal of the
whole is not something completed, something given once
for all; it is always in process of becoming, and never
finished. The consciousness of every age comprehends it
in certain ends, motives and laws. The true value of these
last, however, consists not in their absolute, but in their
relative permanence; in the fact that they really share in
the general process of .development, whose coherence is
demonstrated by the steadily increasing perfection of moral
ideas. It is not until this final stage is reached, when ideal
motives rule, that we get clearly conscious morality. Con-
science now regards the motives of constraint as morally
indifferent: at a crisis it may even decide to disregard them
altogether, recognising that there are turning-points in moral
development where that which has hitherto been right and
moral becomes the very opposite. The instinctive perform-
ance of right actions has now given place to a righteousness
enlightened by knowledge of the moral end, and reference to
this end serves to decide all conflicts between duties.

Evidently, this final form of the moral character is oftener
to be met with in imperfect approximations than in anything
like ideal perfection. Such approximations are what we call
noble characters. Like everything that approaches even
remotely to perfection in a personal form, they are rare
exceptions, arising out of the dead level of respectability
and integrity which goes to make up common morality.